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John Theissen Children’s Foundation
Celebrating our 27th holiday season 

helping sick and underprivileged children

September 28, 1988 is a date that I will never 
forget. I learned that I had a large mass growing 
on my Pituitary Gland, which is located at the base 
of my brain. I arrived home to find my mother and 
aunt crying. They explained that the Cat scan that I 
had earlier that day revealed a large tumor. I asked 
how much longer I had to live. Little did I know that 
the news I received on September 28, 1988 would 
change my life and shape my future aspirations.

I was admitted to the hospital on December 8, 
1988 to prepare for the impending surgery on the 
following day. A small girl wearing her pajamas and 
an infectious smile entered my room and intro-
duced herself. The spunky seven-year-old named 
Tasha was there receiving treatments for her own 
illness. Later I learned that Tasha was often left 
at the hospital for weeks at a time without a single 
visit from a family member. The hospital staff be-
came her family. 

Tasha was a welcome presence in my hospital room 
throughout my stay there. Her good-natured in-
nocence was uplifting. She did her best to make 
me smile and she checked in frequently to make 
certain that I was comfortable. The nurses were 
amused and revealed that during my surgery Tasha 
was concerned and insisted on frequent updates.
 
Days later, the pediatric patients and their 
families were being treated to a special holiday 
party wherein each child would receive a gift. 
Tasha was expecting to attend the event with 
her family but sadly, they did not fulfill their 
promise to her. Tasha’s excitement turned into 
tears and disappointment.  She was wearing the 
party dress the nurses purchased for her when 
she shared her unhappiness with us. I wanted 
badly to accompany her myself but I was still 
too weak. My mother offered to take her and 
Tasha was thrilled.  She enjoyed the festive event. 
When Santa asked her to select a present, she 
stated, “I would like the teddy bear for my friend 
upstairs.” I felt fortunate to be that friend.

Tasha was released from the hospital and I 
never saw her again. I admired her positive 
attitude and generous spirit. Her selfless 
act of kindness inspired a legacy of giving.

SPONSOR A CHILD’S WISH THIS
 HOLIDAY SEASON

Your sponsorship will have an immediate, uplifting 
impact on the life of a child this holiday season.

The families we assist experience financial hardships 
throughout the year, but during the holidays the strain 
is even greater. Parents are burdened with medical bills, 
the cost of medication and other treatments, household 
bills and other expenses; however, they want their chil-
dren to experience the warmth and happiness of the 
holiday season. Here’s how you can support a wish:
Each year we receive hundreds of wish lists from chil-
dren. Your special wish sponsorship will provide a child 
with the specific item that he/she requested. As a 
sponsor, you will receive a fact sheet regarding the gift 
that was given to the child you sponsored. 
If you are interested in sponsoring a child this holiday 
season, please complete the form below and mail or fax 
it. If you have any questions or need further informa-
tion please contact 

John at (516) 679-TOYS or email John@jtcf.org. 
Please detach and return the bottom portion of this 
sheet. After we receive your completed information, 

we will match your donation with a 
child’s wish or request.

Please indicate your contribution towards a 
child’s wish:

p $ 100.00  p $ 250.00 p $ 500.00 p $ 1000.00

________YES! I would like to sponsor a child’s
        wish this Holiday Season

Name/Business: _________________________
Contact _______________________________
Address:______________________________
Zip:__________________________________ 
Phone_________________________________
Email:_________________________________

Mail to:
JTCF

1881 Wantagh Avenue, Wantagh, NY 11793
OR Fax: 516-679-3338

Each holiday season we lack gifts for children between 
the ages of 12 to 18 years old. Some items for that 

age group include gift cards, bath and body products, 
CD’s and DVD’s. Thank you for helping us to  ensure 

that every child has special gifts this holiday season.

For further information please contact:
John Theissen

Children’s Foundation
516-679-5098 or 516-679-TOYS

Fax 516-679-3338
Monetary donations can be sent to:

John Theissen Children’s Foundation
1881 Wantagh Avenue
Wantagh, NY 11793

This donation is in honor of:

_____________________________

This donation is in memory of :

_____________________________

Please send acknowledgement of this donation to:

______________________________ 
 

______________________________

Please make checks payable to: JTCF
For Credit Card Payments
(  ) Visa   (  )  Mastercard

(  ) American Express   (  ) Discover

(   )$10  (  )$25  (  )$50  (  )$100  (  )other ______

Card # _________________Exp._____Code ____

Name on Card ____________________________
Signature________________________________
Billing Address:__________________________
Town ____________________Zip:__________
Phone_________________________________

All donations are tax deductible to the fullest 
extent allowed by law and will be acknowledged in 

writing by JTCF for IRS purposes.


